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Mar. xviii. 15—— 18. "19 


MOREOVER, if thy brother ſhall ireſpaſs apainſt thee, 
go and tell him his fault, between thee and him alone 
if he ſhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then: take with thee one 
or two more; that in the mouth of two or three 
witneſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed. Aud if be 
ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church : 

but if be neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican. Perily 1 fay. 
unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be 
bound in heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall "oof on 
earth * be oft: in heaven. Pants 


HE * of che bible, 1 in 755 8 5 
teſtament. or the new, are well adapted to 

the ſocial nature of man. In particular, the King 
of Zion hath eſtabliſhed for all bis. ſubjects, un- 
ter the goſpel, a ſocial ſtate of the. pureſt aud 
moſt excellent kind; and bah given them, eV, 
3 | rule 


By, 


rule which is abſolutely neceſſary to regulate 


their conduct in it: And when this ſacred ſtate 
is duly conſidered in its ſpiritual principles, holy 


maxims, comfortable uſes, and heavenly deſigns, 


(whereby it is diſtinguiſhed from all other ſtates 
on earth, that ever have been or ſhall be) we 
may perceive the greateit propriety in its pe- 
culiar appellation, «© The kingdom of hea- 
ven.“ T 


The chapter before us principally refers to 
chriſtians in their relative capacity, and ſocial 
connection; and directs them how they ſhould 
conduct themſelves ſo as to be à holy ſociety in 
the Lord. And as there muſt needs be a variety 
of diſpoſitions in every ſociety of chriſtians, and 


many things will unavoidably arife, in their con- 


nection one with another, (through the remain- 
ing depravity of their nature) tending to give 
offence, and requiring the exerciſe of patience, 
forbearance, and faithfulneſs, in obedience to 
their common Lord,—therefore the words of 
our text are defigned to inſtruct in the way of 


duty, 1 in every ſuch caſe; and they certainly fixa 


wel n a not to * * 


This pages Park the Saviour's Jifeourk 


to Eis difeiples, occaſtoned by a - queſtion which 


they propoſed to him, in theſe words, c ho is 
. ce the 


„ 


« the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven? Previ. 
ous to the erection of this kingdom, (which took 
place at the exaltation of Chriſt to the heavenly 
world) the diſciples had but very low and earth» 
ly conceptions of it; ſuppoſing it was to be of 
the ſame nature, and form, with the kingdoms of 
this world; where ſome are highly dignified, by 
places of -profit and honour ; and others are to- 
tally neglected and difregarded. But the anſwer 
of Jeſus entirely diſcouraged all ſuch ambitious 
thoughts; he ſignified, that humility and ſelf- 
denial, were eſſential to the character of his diſ- 
ciples; and plainly declared, that unleſs they 
were turned from their preſent. pride, and made 
willing to undergo the reproach to which his 
ways might expoſe them, they could have no 
place whatever in his heavenly kingdom, —It 
was to enforce this doctrine upon the mind of 
the diſciples, and to teach them, that meekneſs, 
lowlineſs in heart, and a quiet ſubmiſſion to the 
dirine will, in all things, are the true characte- 

iſtics of his people, that Jeſus called a little 
* child unto him, and ſet him in the midſt of them, 
* and ſaid, Verily Iſay unto you, except ye be con- 

* yerted, and become as little clildren, ye ſhall-not 
© enter into the kingdom of heaven: whoſoever. 
© therefore, ſhall humble himſelf as this little 
* child, the fame i is greateſt in the kingdom of 

; n 
13 B 2 heaven, 
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cc heaven: And whoſoever ſhall receive one ſuch lit. 
ce tle child in my name, receiveth me *.“ He alſo 
denounced a Ws againſt any who ſhould offend, 
or caſt a ſtumbling-block in the way of, thoſe 
little ones who believe in him, ſo as tocauſe them 
to fall into evil: And he eſpecially warns every 
one of his obedient people, againſt all occaſions of 
fin, arifing from natural conſtitution, from com. 
mon employments, ſocial connections, or what- 
ever elſe may become a ſnare to them, as ulti- 
mately tending to the judgment of eternal 
wrath. And then, in oppoſition to deſþifing the 
meaneſt ſervant of his, and treating him with re- 
ſerve, neglect or revenge, in caſe of injuries and 
faults, (which he forbids) he calls all the ſaints 
to exerciſe forbearance ; and to take the utmoſt 
Pains to gain an offending brother, until he ſhall 
have manifeſted reigning pride, and thereby 


| thewn himſelf unworthy of chriſtian ſociety and 


love. This we have in the paragraph now to be 
conſidered, | 


By the word „ moreover,” which introduceth 
our text, we are inſtructed, that this paragraph 
is the contizuation of Chriſt's diſcourſe to his diſ- 
ciples, againſt pride, and lording it over one ano- 
ther: and, in connection with what immediately 
precedes, he beautifully intimates, that the con- 


Ver. 3, 5, 4 Ge dud 


5 . E 0 


duct of Chriſtians, towards each other, ſhould 


reſemble the conduct of their heavenly Father 
towards them; who does not “ deſpiſe” them, 
in their many failings and wanderings; but has 
appointed his holy Angels“ to be their guar- 
dians; has ſent his beloved “ Son” to ſeek and 
fave them ; and has determined, that not one of 
his little ones ſhall finally “ periſh.” In like 
manner, all the children of God are enjoined to 
pity, forgive, and reſtore one e another; - as men- 
tioned in the text. 


Now, in order to explain the meaning, and 
urge the practical uſe, of this celebrated and 
very important paſſage, with ſome degree of 
order and freedom, I ſhall endeavor to take up 
the general deſgn of it under the three following 
heads ; viz. The caſe ſuppoſed ; the proceſs en- 
joined, with its ifſue ; and the divine confirma- 
tion of that ulue. 


I. The Caſe, which the great Head and Lord 
of the church ſuppoſeth, concerning the mem- 
bers of it, is a caſe of zreſpaſs in one brother to- 
yards another— if thy brother ſhall treſpaſs 
gainſt thee.” 


Brother here, as every attentive. perſon may 


n e, is not to be taken in the largeſt, or in 
the 


( 6 9 


the moſt common acceptation—for one merely 
of the ſame nature, of the ſame nation, of the 
ſame neighbourhood, or of the ſame. lineal de. 
ſcent; — but the term 1s evidently uſed in a ſacrel 
ſenſe; for one of the ſame religious community, 
and a member of that individual ſociety to which 
the es have a direct n 


The whole gui ner, who all of one 
church, aſſembling at one altar, confidered 
themſelves as members one of another ; and 
every one was bound not to ſuffer fin upon his 
brother, but in any wiſe to rebuke bim in caſes of 
offence. *, The very ſame idea is given us of 
the Chrifiian Church, in its diſtinct congregations; 
for an Apoſtle, writing to the ſociety at Corinth, 
not to accompany with fornicators, explains him- 
ſelf to mean, not altogether che fornicators of 
this world, (for that would be. like occafioning 
them to go out of the world) but if any thats 
called a brother be thus guilty.; with ſuch an one 
no not to eat; for, ſays he, What have to 
« do to judge them alſo that are zvithout? Do not 
« ye judge them that are within? But them that 
tc are without God judgeth. Therefore put away 
from among yourſelves that wicked perſon +.” 
The church of Iſrael had no power of diſcipline 
only over their own -members ; neither has the 


* Lev. xix. 17. + I. Cor. v. 9-13. 
1 1 8 - church 
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church of Chriſt : but within that ſacred enclo- 
fure, diſcipline is as much a duty as zworſhip : and. the 


Apoſtle fignifies to the Corinthians, that it was 


their ſpecial province to judge and determine ſuch 
caſes as aroſe among themſelves, by the rules 
which they had received; while the Lord him- 
ſelf, in his own time and way, would judge the 
perſons who Mill remained without the pale of 
th church. 


A perſon belonging to ſuch a ſpiritual com- 


munity is the peculiar object of brotherly love: 
for while a benevolent regard is due from us ta 
all men for Chriſt's ſake, our love to the ſaints, 
particularly to the brethren, whom we have ſeen 
and acknowledged, by uniting with them in the 
faith and order of the Goſpel, is to be ſhewn as 
v Chrift himſelf ; according to that which he 
vill ſay to his faithful people, at the great day 
of accounts ; © inaſmuch as ye have done it unto 
" one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done 


it unto me,” * Yea, every fellow-member, con- 


tnved' by confent in the church, is always to be 


boked upon and treated, as one that is reconciled 


o God by the death of his Son ; for the charge 
to him that was ſtrong i in the faith, reſpecting a 
keak brother, was given in this manner: de- 
© ſtroy not him with thy meat for whom Chriſt 
q died. 1 * 


4 


We ſee then, that the brother intended in the 
text, and in all fimilar places, is tobe underſtood 
of a brother in the Lord; and, in particular, of ; 


member of the ſame. ſociety with the other, againſt 
whom the treſpaſs may be committed. They 


are conſidered as fellow- members together, a. 


greeably to the uniform ſtrain of the New Teſts. 


ment, in ſpeaking of believers as united in felbw. 
ſhip, and directing them how to behave towards 
one another in that holy relation. And it ſhould 


be obſerved alſo, that the word brother, in this 
connection, muſt include the female, as well as the 
male; there being no diſtinction of ſex in. the 
Chriſtian covenant; and the privileges and du- 
ties of church relation, as fuch, being common to 
all the members. The whole community is 
pointed out by the term brethren; and a brother 
is any one of that number, whether male or fe. 


male, old or young, rich or poor. 


Now, though there is undoubtedly the frid- 


eſt obligation upon all thoſe who have named 
the name of Chriſt to depart from iniquity ; yet 
it is here ſuppoſed, that one Chriſtian friend and 
fellow-member may be guilty of treſpaſſing 
againſt another: and the ſuppoſition is certainly 
true; being made by him who well knew what 
was in man, and with the merciful deſign of 
providing a remedy for the evils which he fore- 


ſaw would ariſe among his people, through the 
_ imperfection 


Me 


1at 


of 


the 


ion 
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imperſection which attends . in their very 
beſt ſlate during the preſent life. But the treſpaſs, 


which our Lord here intends, is not what we 
uſually call an open, groſs immorality; no habit of 


ſnearing, drinking, ſabbath-breaking, extortion, 


ot uncleanneſs ; nor even a perſon's being occa- 


fonally overtaken in fins of this kind; theſe not 
being treſpaſſes againſt one member of the 
church more than another; but are a ſinning 
againſt. all, and require a different manner of 


treatment: for which, alſo, there i is ample direc- : 


tion given in other paſſages; particularly in one 
to which we have already referred. * It is private 


and perſonal injury that is here deſigned, of which 


many inſtances will happen, among brethren who 
are as frequently together as chriſtians ought to 
be, on account of the oppoſite tempers which pre- 
nil among them; the conceit, vanity, pride, li- 
berality, and generoſity of ſome; the moroſeneſs, 
iolence, envy, reſentment, deceit, narrowneſs, 
and coyetouſneſs of others. It is almoſt impoſ- 
fible, in the preſent ſtate of human nature, but 
that offences will in this way come: and thoſe 
who are careful to obſerve one another's ſpirit, 
and behaviour, in the cloſeſt connections, 


though i it be through a veil of the trueſt friend- 


ſhip, will find great exerciſe for their patience, 
neckneſs, and fidelity according to the rules - M 


* J Cor. v. 3 
C the 
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the apc, Something ſaid, ſomething doxe, ar 
ſuch an haughty air, tends to provoke the mind, 
raiſes a ſuſpicion of our brother's ſincerity, and 


18 a different treatment from what we had a 
right to expect from him; others Perhaps have 


received a very unfavourable opinion of us, 


through his ſtrayge report, or miſrepreſentation; 
and we are extremely hurt, and e. « Had 
it been. an enemy that reproached me, ſays the 


aggrieved. brother, cc then could * have borne 


it; but it was thou, mine equal, my acquaintance, 


with whom T have taken ſweet counſel, and we 
walked in company to the houſe « of God.” — Ab! 


how hath he wreſted my words, from their obyi- 
obs deſign; What an unfair conſtruction did he 
put upon my conduct, in a matter that was clearly 
well intended; ;—How unkind was the intimation 


which he gave to my neighbour, reſpecting my in- 


te rity ; What a material! injury hath he done 
to my credit, by his unjuſt account of my circum- 
ſtunces On ſuch an occaſion, how did he ex- 
poſe me to ridicule, before a number of ſtrangers; 
—How much did he undervalue my knowledge, i in 
compariſon | with his own ;—How did he leſſen 


my character, that his might appear to greater ad 
vantage; How | rudely did he behave to me, 
though I was juſtly his ſuperior in life, under 


pretence of the equality of chriſtians; — In what 


an equivocal manner did he reply to my queſtion, 
when 


535 fr 22 


* 

when 1 depended upon the real truth from his 
mouth; — What deceit did he practiſe with me, in 
a caſe which required abſolute uprightneſs;— 
How did he impoſe upon my ignorance, and con- 
fidence, in my common dealings with him ;— 
How did he fly into a paſſion with me, for no, juſt 
provocation of which I was conſcious; —What 
power did he aſſume over me, becauſe he was in 
better outward circumſtances than myſelf; —In 
what contempt. did he ſpeak of me, becauſe 1 
was poor; What freedom did he take with me, 
becauſe I was young; With what rigour did he 
uſe me, becauſe I was his dependant; And what 
diſtance, and pride, did he manifeſt towards me, as 
if he. was perfectly aſhamed of my acquaint- 
ance !”— 


|. 


Theſe are ſome of the coniplaints, which one 
chriſtian brother may have to alledge againſt C 
another, under the head of perſonal treſpaſſes: : | 
others of like nature will eaſily occur to your 5 
thoughts ; and it is too probable that many 
tbings of the kind have often been realized j in 
your ſeperate aſſemblies; | 


Now, when things of this nature turn up in 
any chriſtian ſociety, thoſe members, who are T 
particularly concerned in them, can have no 
comfortable fellowſhip together in the ordi- 

1 nanees 
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nances of the goſpel, till they have ſettled their 
differences agtecable to its rules. Paſling over 
in filence any real offence, will leave upon the 
mind, of the conſcious parties, a very hurtful 
ſenſation ; and, moſt probably, will pave the way 
to an open rupture, ſooner or later. There 
ought, to be an immediate explanation ; that ac- 
knowledgement may be made on the one fide, 
and forgiveneſs declared on the other, (if the 
caſe ſhould require itz) this alone can reſtore 
their mutual happineſs in each other. And how 
can they join in aſking forgiveneſs of their hea- 
venly father, unleſs they forgive every one his 
brother their treſpaſſes ? How can they unite in 
ſhewing forth the Lord's death, as their common 
ground of hope, and as expreſſive of their joyful 
expectation of his ſecond coming, while they 
are not heartily loving one another for his ſake, 
and as joint members of his body the church? 
« Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there remembereſt that thy brother hath 
ought againſt thee, leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.“ 
So taught the bleſſed Jeſus in another place, 
when alſo he was ſpeaking on the ſubje& of 
brotherly love among his diſciples. * And this 


brings us to the confideration of the method, which 


* Mat. v. 235 24. 


is 


CI 
i appointed in our text, to be uſed, in the caſe of 


perſonal treſpaſs, according to our ſecond pro- 


II. After the ſuppoſed caſe of a treſpaſs, by 
one brother againſt another, (which we have en- 
deavoured to explain and exemplify,) this re- 
markable proceſs is injoined with a declaration of 
its iſue—** Go and tell him his fault, between 
thee and him alone : if he ſhall hear thee, thou 
haſt gained thy brother. But if he ſhall not hear 


thee, then take with thee one or two more; that 


in the mouth of two or three witneſſes, every 
word may be eſtabliſhed. And if he ſhall neg 
ect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but 
if he neglect to. hear the church, let him be un- 
tothee as an heathen man and a mee 


This falurary council of our Load confiſts * : 


three parts, to be attended to in their order, (if 


the matter ſo require) and is intermixed with a2 


diſtinct account of the iſſue of the proceſs. 


— 


5 . tell him his fault, between thee and 
bim alone.“ This is the firſt ſtep to be taken in 


the caſe, and is certainly the moſt difficult, by 


being the firſt; for when once we have entered 
upon this, neceſſary courſe, we ſhall find our way 


o be eaſier every ſtep we take. The great mat - 
ter 
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ter is to bring the parties properly together, 
How common is it, upon a perſonal offence, for 
the parties to be ſhy of each other, to harbour 
private reſentments, or to carry it with an high 
hand, and be ready to lay, « Let him come to me; 

he is the aggteſſor, not J. uch, indeed, is the 
ſpirit of the world; but the Lord will have his 
people to be otherwiſe minded; go 10 him, faith 
Jefus: and certainly they who are truly ſubject 
to his authority, having taſted that he is graci 

ous, will not hefitate to comply with this injune- 

tion. Indeed there ſhould be a mutual concen 
in the parties, to be reconciled, and fuch an cage 
deſire to have a friendly interview, that neither 
of them ſhould ſtand for the other's going firſt; 

but according to a fore- cited paſſage, he that ha 
given the offence, when he remembers before God 
that his brother hath ought againſt him, ſhould 
readily apply to him for forgivenefs; or accord- 

ing to the text, he that has received the offence, 
ſhould ſpeedily try to gain the offender. 


It is this reciprocal forzwardneſs to be reconcile 
which is wanting, in moſt caſes of difference: 
And did but chriſtians ſee that importance in it, 


which is pointed out by our Lord, they would 


never withdraw themſelves from ordinances in 
the church becauſe ſome one hath offended them, 
would never approach to thoſe ſacred inftitutions, 

; 4 with 
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with an evil heart againſt a: fellow. member; 
yould have no dread of diſcharging a duty which 
hath ſuch a warrant; by no means would they, 


wor wait for his.firſt coming to them as being the 
gpreflor, but would embrace the. earlieſt oppor» 
unity of going to him; On the occaſion. The maſter 
ſhould not be above doing this to the ſervant, nor 
the rich to. the poor, if they are both: i in fellowſhip. 
wgether; neither ſhould the meaneſt, member of; 
the ſociety be afraid to do it to the moſt noble, 

nhen the caſe requires it to be done; but ſhould, 


more to be regarded, than all the maſters on earth, 
id can amply recompence for any temporal loſs 
which may be ſuſtained, through fidelity to him; 
ad, methinks, they who pay a proper deference. 
to bis ſupreme authority, be they who they may, 
will very ſoon. ſurmount. RAT own Mea and. 
lficulties, .. 


* 


But let it be always apparent. ro-the mind and. 


conſcience of your offending brother „that, in 
going to him, you are not influenced by an un, 
ſuitable temper; by wrath, revenge, pride, or 


coretouſneſs. A meek and quiet ſpirit ſhould 
fer accompany you, a ſenſe of your own liableneſs 


to fall, a greater concern for the fit, .of your bro- 
ther, than for the injury which, you | have received 


by 


ſuffer fin to remain upon their offending brother, | 


confider, that the one lawgiver in the church, is“ 
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bis conduct, and a hearty defire to have aj 
ground of difference been Ju and kin en: 
n removed. 5 hap. 
In ſick? a temper as ih, * Go and tel 

him his fault.” Never whiſper it to others: 

but directly and faithfully, lay the charge be. 
fore himſelf. Let him know wherein, you ap- 

prehend, he has tranſgreſſed the chriſtian law of 
love in your caſe. Labour to convince him of 
his crime by a ſtatement, not of idle reports, but, 

of real facts. And call upon him with great ſo 

lemnity, and ehriſtian affection, to repent of the 
5 into which he hath e Sap fallen. — 

i 

But do not forget, that profound ear is e. 
quired, in this ſtage of the bufineſs; it mult be 
tranſacted, cc between thee and him alone; that 
there be no occaſion given for pride on your part, 
nor for ſcandal on his; and hoping that the mat- 
ter may terminate with this private Interview, to 
the perfect ſatisfaction of both x parties; > It which 
elfe, none beſides will know any thing of the 
duty which the one has performed, or of the ac- 
| ktiowledgment, which the other has made. 9 3 


B * + 4 : -_ 


Here we may notice the event or iſſue of this 
firſt and very important ſtep, in the treatment of 


an — — « if be ſhall hear thee, thou 
| cc haſt 


al 


lis 


8a 


« haſt oxined thy brother.“ He n. perhaps; 


be able to point out fome miſtake in the caſes 


vhich will go far towards removing the offeyce. 


or ſhould it be wholly true, he may, indeed, for 
he firſt moment, through the depravity of hu- 


man nature, feel himſelf not a little diſcompoſed 


at the charge, and be almoſt unable to maintain 
friendly remper; but a ſerious recollection on 


bis part, and great forbearance on yours, may 


ſoon calm his mind, and lead him to ſee the im- 
propriety of his own conduct, and the propriety. 
df yours, in being ſo faithful to him; and he will 
be ready to ſay to himſelf, in the language of the 
pious pſalmiſt, Let the righteous ſmite me, it 
« ſhall be a kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, 
„it hall be an excellent oil which ſhall not 
break my head. Accordingly, he will not 
ful inſtantly to aghnorleage. his fault, with. ſhame 
wd godly ſorrow praying to be kept from any 


ſuch evil in future Thus you have gained your 


brther: you have gained him to the obedience 
vi that truth from which he had occaſionally de- 


ſated; and you have gained him afreſh to the 


xerciſe of mutual love. Of conſequence, it be- 
longs to yqu to declare yourſelf entirely ſatisfied 
nd that it is your reſolution to be as comforta - 


ble, in your fellowſhip with him, as if . 


of the kind had W | 
Pal. * 5 5 
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It may be proper, in this place, to dent a lit. 
tle to ſome other ſimilar paſſages: ſee, in parti · 
cular, the queſtion which Peter, put on this very 
occaſion, and the anſwer of Jeſus to it *; Then 
* came Peter to him and ſaid; Lord, how of 
& ſhall my brother fin againſt me, and I forgive 
« him, till ſeven times? Jeſus ſaith unto him,! 
* ſay not unto thee, until ſeven times; but until 
« ſeventy times ſeven!” See, alſo, the remarkable 
inſtruction which our Lord gave to his diſciples, 
upon the ſubject of offences, in another paſſage, 
“ Take heed to yourſelves: if thy brother treſ. 
8 paſs againſt thee, rebuke him; and if here. 


&«& pent, forgive him: and if he treſpaſs againſt 
e thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven times in 


«2a day turn again to thee, ſaying, I repent; 
e thou ſhalt forgive him.” How clearly may 
we perceive, from theſe paſſages, what offences, 
what treſpaſſes, are intended? they muſt be thoſe, 


and only thoſe, which ariſe from the different nz- 


tural diſpoſitions of the profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt; 
the conceit, envy, pride, and j Jarring intereſts,: and 
inclinations, which are found among them. And 
there are ſome perſons of ſuch ſtrange, ſuch un- 
governable tempers; that when we live in the 
ſame houſe together, or are otherwiſe cloſely con- 
nected with them, they will offend us mary times 


in a day. Yet they may ſoon ſee into their error; 


* Verſes, 21; 22, | 7 Luke xvii. 3, 4. 


and 


690 


and either of their own accord, or upon our 
private admonition, may readily declare their re- 
pentance; which, by the rule of our divine 
maſter, is entitled to our forgiveneſs, as often as 
it appears to be heartily declared, 

Thus N is great call for * aretig * pa- 
Ste, long-ſuffering, and mercy, in all thoſe 
who walk together in chriſtian fellowſhip, and 


as heirs together of the grace of life; even as 


every child of God hath abſolyte need of the 
fame from his heavenly father. And it 1s to be 
remembered, that if we forgive men their treſ⸗ 
paſſes, i in ſuch caſes as theſe, our heavenly father 
will alſo forgive. us; but if we do not forgive 
men their treſpaſſes, neither will our father for- 
give our treſpaſſes k. The weight of wbich con- 
ſiderat ion I een wiſh we may all thoroughly 
feel! K er 
| But to return to the wards of the text—your | 
brother may not be gained by your private admo- 
nition; he may prove angry and obſtinate ; yea 
perhaps, he may add fin to fin, by, ſcorning your 
reproof, and retorting upon your conduct; 
eſpecially if he be your ſuperior in a civil ſtation 
of life. And, in this caſe, you had need be 
Gubly. on your guard, that you, qa not return 
Matt. vi. 1415. . 5 
1711 railing 


k I» 
= 1 * 


( 20 ) 
ralling for railing, nor ſuffer any provocation tu 


| get the better of your judgement. If he have n 


charge which he can juſtly fix upen you, nor any 
power to raffle your temper, you have much the 
advantage over him, Be always ſute, therefore, 
that there is no beam in your own eye, when you 
attempt to draw the mate from your brother's; 
and take care to be well prepared for the buſi. 
neſs, by Nr of WITT Ter N and ir. 


vent 9 


And ſhould you, er all, hate the wortific 
tion to be ſucceſsful in your firſt interview, hoy 
are you Further to act? Muſt you intirely give 
up the cauſe? ſuffering this fin to remain upon 
your brother, and yourſelf to live in a comfort. 
leſs ſtate. of mind towards him?-—By no means 
for his ſake; for your own ſake, for the-church's 
| fake, and for the Lord's ſake, this muſt not be. 
You are, in obedience to your rule, to go again; 
but accompanied now by proper witneffes—* If 
ce he will not hear thee, then take with - thee one 
* or two more, that in the mouth of two or thret 


c witneſſes TRIO may be cſiabliſhed, N 


This one or two more in 1 in all tenen h 
members of the ſame ſociety with yourſelves; and 
they ſhould be perſons in whoſe judgement, and 
; temper, you can 1 'You now make — 

| al 


a 
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and them only at prefent; acquainted with the 
whole affair; with the matter, time, circumſtan- 
ces of the treſpaſs; every thing, in ſhort, which 
zelates to it; together with the ill ſueceſs of your 
private- viſit; that they may know exactly how 
to judge of the caſe. And, in great meaſure, 
ou leave the management of it, this time, to them: 
only acquainting your offending brother wich 
the reaſon of your coming thus, and aſking him 
whether he be now diſpoſed to 8 * 
"my with e he was N 3 76. 

T heſe N if 5 be wiſe; wall ſhea ack 
tenderneſs, great impartiality, great faĩthfulneſs, 
and ſolemnity of mind; endeavouring by all 
means to faſten, conviction upon the offender's 
conſcience, and to bring him to an open contrition 
or his fault: And they are partioularly to act as 
witneſes, that the matter may nat reſt mortly 
upon accuſarion on the one ſide, and denial on the 
other; that it may not be only an altercation be- 
tween the parties, and that, if there ſhould be 
n neceſſity to lay the caſe before the church, theſe 
perſons may bear reimony to what has paſſed; ani 
ſupport the charge by the n which have 
Wer up in their nn | 


Ad doubtleſs, if this ſeoohd: 4 a eis 
ne of rhe witneſſes, ſhould be attendetl 
= with 


( a2 J 


with the deſired effect, in bringing the offender 
to a proper acknowledgment. of his error; the 
iſſue muſt be forgiveneſs, ; and reconciliation 
between the parties; the ſame as if repentance 
ns holds manifeſted at the ns interview. 18 7710 


4 


Any: But i m 3 3 prove i 
ſhould the party offending paſs over with indiffer 
encz the admonition of theſe brethren, and ſhey 
| himſelf altogether averſe to reconciliation; the 
only further; ſtep which remains to be taken in 
this unhappy caſe, is to bring it before the 
church: If he ſhall ee to Wr, . tell 
ce it unta the 2 Yy [+ b 
15 5 bas bait lo Maigeteigl be 
There i is no room to aſk how,” what 3 is 
3 Common ſenſe, the drift of the pal. 
ſage, and the whole ſtrain of the new Teſtament, 
all concur to lead our thaughts to a particular 
ſociety of worſhipping chriſtians, who have the 
power of government entirely within themſelves, 
by having the whole law of Chriſt among them. 
It is that ſociety; to which the parties in queſtion 
both belong, as members, and where the aggriers 
ed perſon may have immediate redreſs, | | 


This ſociety is now en be eien of the affair 
in diſpute; which-has at length, through the re- 
fractory temper of the offending brother, become 


8 
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of a very ſerious nature, however trivial it might 
ſeem at the firſt; for his preſent; diſpoſition ap- 
pears quite unſuitable for a church member; and 
it is impoſſible for thoſe who are privy to it, to 
regard him as a meek diſciple of Chriſt. By the 


elder or elders, therefore, (well informed of the 


ſtate of the caſe,) it is regularly brought before 
the convened aſſembly, that they may judge and 
determine upon it, as the caſe may require; tak- 
ing ſide with the offended, and cenſuring the of- 
fender, for his treſpaſs and obſtinaey. And here 
the one or two witneſſes are of material uſe, in 
ſubſtantiating the charge, in corroborating the 
account of the ſteps which have been taken to 
teclaim the offender, and in making report of 
his words and behaviour on the occaſion. The 
whole tranſaction: is to be managed with the 
deepeſt ſolemniſy. After earneſt prayer to the 
Lord, and clear references to his word, ſuited to 
the caſe, the culpable; perſon ſhould. be charged 
with the crime; publicly admoniſhed by the 
ſuffrages of the e and der called 
to 1 65H 

I . thall- aha n himſelf, and 8 
his. unfeigned ſorrow for the treſpaſs againſt his 
brother, and for the grief which he hath occaſion- 
& to the reſt of; his brerhren, in tus: ir 
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againſt God, 'the cenſure of the church hath had 
the n gra and! the . are mens, 


* 


4. But if he vegled to vali the amen „ WO 
to reed its merciful, faithful, awful admo. 
nition ;' and ſtill to refuſe an acknowledgement, 
for a treſpaſs which is clearly proved againſt him, 
we ſee the dreadful confequence-: it is not ſuſpen- 

ſionz not a temporary privation from ſolemn ordi- 
nances; not poſtponement for a ſecond admoni. 
tion of the church; no, thoſe things have no re. 
lation to the eaſe in hand: but it is an immediate 
erclſion from memberſhip in that ſociety: for 
thus ſaith the Lord, „Let him be unto thee a 
* an heathen man and a publican;— that is, 25 
one from whom thou art diſcharged from al 
chriſtian fellowſhip; and whom thou mayeſt look 
upon, for che reigning pride which he has diſco- 
xered, as one who ought to be driven from ſacred 
ſociety with diſgrace; juſt as the Jews were wont 
te look upon an idolatrous Pagan, of an oppteſ- 
| five collector of the taxes. Not indeed that you 
ſhould, on any account, attempt to hurt ot 
Hinder the-zemporal intereſt, of him, that is put 
from among you; as the Jews are ſaid to have 


done towards the Pagans and publicans; no, 
nor ſhould you. refuſe him any advice which 
may tend to his þiFitual „ But as he 

juſtly 


(628 


jultly excluded from your holy communion, by 
Ecrſercrance in ſin; he is no longer entitled to 
the offices of your brotherly love for the truth's - 
fake: he is now to be eonſidered as of the world; 

1nd in the kingdom of ſatan. And in this de- 
plorable firuation he muſt abide, till he be called 
into eternity, to give account of himſelf to God 
he judge of all; unleſs this awful ſentence of 
excommunication ſhould, at length; operate for- 

lis repentance, and recovery to his ſtation in the 
church, which 1 15 the true defgn of it. 


m. The oüly Sing which how remains to be 
confidered, is, the divine confirmation of the iſſue, 
of the foregoing proceſs; or in other words, the 
plemn ratification by the Lord, of the regular 


35 
eds of his people. —*< Verily I ſay unto you, 
E whatloever- you ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be 


5 bound in heaven; and whatſoever ye ſhall 
{ looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven.” 


This is great language, befitting the mouth 
which ſpeaks it, and tending to ſtrike every con- 
ot Niience with awe, as well as to encourage the 
ut Meburches of the ſaints, in the conſtant exer- 
ve Nele of chriſtian diſcipline; It is addreſſed by 
0, ie great Head of the Church, to any ſociety of 
ch Nis people, whoſe religious conduct is conform- 
is ble to the rules of his word. And it is ſtrictly 
ly | "ib | counected 


„ 3 


tonnefled with the. method preſcribed for the treat. 
ment of an offending brother; yea, it contains the 
higheſt ſanction which can be given to that me- 
thod; it is, as it where, the broad ſeal of Heaven 
affixed to it. 


Now, the change of number, which we ſee in 
this verſe, from the fingular to the plural, may 
be deſigned to teach us, that when the matter of 
a private treſpaſs comes to the iſſue which hath 
been declared, it then concerns the whole ſo— 
ciety, as well as the firſt agrieved perſon; and 

that not only is the injured brother to treat the ol. 
fender as a heathan man and a publican, but that 
all the members of the church are to do the ſame; 
that offender being now caſt out from among 
them, as a religious body, into the teritories of 
ſatan, For the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the 7 
«« ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord 


EC Jeſus.” T7 


The puniſhment here inflicted. by the many, 


the church, is called binding, becauſe it binds the 7 

crime upon the offender as an, impenitent perſon. * 

And their taking off this awful cenſure, upon thei /* 

| profeſſion of repentance, is ſtiled Joofing, as 7 ha 

gives the reſtored brother all the privileges of the 4 
Aueh, which he before enjoyed; and he is nov A 


* 1 cor. v. 5. 


not 


3 
not any more the object of accuſation, than if he 
had never offended. | | 


Both binding and loofing, in a church, muſt be 
done by the expreſs authority of the Lord, and 
with earneſt prayer for his bleſſing, to make them 
ralid in his fight. And which ever is done by 
z church, gathered together in the name of Chrift, 
ſolemnly ſeeking his direction, and carefully 
conducting themſelves according to the rules of 
his word, is moſt affuredly ratified in Heaven, 
and will be openly confirmed at the judgment of 
the great day. So important and ſtriking, are 
theſe religious tranſactions! and they ought to 
aye upon all our hearts an impreſſion the moſt 
ſolemn and laſting. May God write them there, 
35 with the point of a diamond, and help us to 
improve by the practical view which we * 
taken of them! 


You have ſeen, Chriſtians, the aſk the proceſs, , 
and the confirmation of its iſſue. You know th ere 
fore, when any ſuch treſpaſs happens among 
yourſelves, the method which ought to be taken, 
in the ſeveral ſteps of it, as the cafe may require, 
and what will, be the final conſequence; and 
duty, intereſt, and the common good, all concur 
to urge and preſs it upon you, I ſhall only, 

; os x50 therefore, 
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therefore, by way of cloſe to the diſcourſe, beg 
leave to ſuggeſt, to the conſideration of all per. 
ſons who have paid any ſerious attention to it; 


$ R ; : 3 
the following brief ferences, and refleftions, 


I. Little as this paſſage may be thought to 
ſpeak to the world, it certainly implies a great deal 
of awful matter; that the world is not the object 
of the divine favour, that it li-th in wickedneſs, 
is the kingdom of Satan, and devoted to deſtruc- 
tion; it is compoſed of the ungodly; it breathes 
a ſpirit of hoſtility againſt God; and the refractory 
from among the ſaints, are caft into it. Are 
any of you then of the world remaining in un- 
belief — dead in treſpaſſes and ſins - children of 
diſobedience—ſerving diverſe luſts and plea- 


4 ſures—and rejected by all holy beings?—Con- 


fider well your caſe!—What objects of pity you 
are, and how dreadfully dangerous i is your ſtate; 
and while there is yet room, cry to Heaven for 

mercy 3 hearken to the voice which ſays, “ Awake 
& thou that ſleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, and 
c Chriſt ſhall give you light;“ * and beg for the 
good ſpirit of our God, to guide your feet into 
the way of peace. 


II. Loud as the cry has been about the church, 
ſome ſaying, —Lo! it is here, —others Lo! it is 
\* Eph. v. 14. 


there: 
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there ; one deſcription being of this ſort, and 
mother of that; the paſſage before us, methinks, 
may ſerve to eſtabliſh our minds in the congrega- 
tional form of it: for what other form can pro- 
perly anſwer to the caſe, of one chriſtian brother 
relating another's treſpaſs to the church, and 
fnding immediate redreſs? Certainly none of 
thoſe in which worſhip and diſcipline are widely 
ſeparated from each other, as in the dioceſan 
church. But the church conſidered under the 
notion of a ſingle congregation, like the church of 
Corinth, for inſtance; where all the members 
came together into one place to worſhip; and where 
the power of receiving, admoniſhing, and reject- 
ing was independently lodged; as might eaſily be 
made appear, from the apoſtolical epiſtles to that 
church ; ſuch a church „directly ſuits the caſe we 
have been ſpeaking of, and muſt to all intentsand 
purpoſes, be the true viſible church of Chriſt on 
earth: it is a congregation. of faithful people, ſe- 
parated from the errors of the world, united in 
| the truth as it is in Jeſus, and worſhipping and 
walking together as his law directs, calling na 
man maſter but him. And to every ſuch church 
we are heartily diſpoſed to ſay, © Peace be 
© within thy walls, and proſperity in thy pa- 
n 

| Pl. xa 7 | 

| III. The 


tw) 


III. The a of Chriflian fellowſhip is apparent 
from this ſubject. Chriſtian Frets gives a 
permanent ſupport to the goſp 1 in any place; 
it manifeſts the honours of Chriſt there; it is 2 
ſtriking warning to the world around, like Noah' 
building the ark ; it is an open invitation to the 
diſtrefſed, a conftant relief to the godly, and the 
ſeat of divine ordinances and laws; where the 
juſtice and the mercy of the Lord are eminently 
manifeſted, and where edification and admonition 
are regularly adminiſtered; and each one may 
juſtly fay of this ſacred N in thoſe 


well known words, 


«© There my beſt friends, my Kindred dwell, 
te There God my ſaviour reigns,” —WaTTs, 


TV. How amiable would any Chri iftian ſociety apptar, 
did but all the members of it act in character, 
and live in the regular exerciſe of brotherly love 
to one another, for the truth's ſake which dwell 
eth in them {—Prejudices would be laid afide: 
the infirmities of human nature would be ina 
great meaſure overcome; the minds of the people 
would be open to each other with the greateſt 
freedom; a peculiar cordiality would reign among 
them; they would prefer the company of one 
another to that of all the world; they would 
place the utmoſt confidence in each other's 
| integrity 5 they would always aim to ſerve one 
another 


t 


[I 2 _ 
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another in love; to inſtruct thoſe. that are 'ig- 
norant, to humble. thoſe that are proud, to warn 
thoſe that are unruly, to ſuccour;' thoſe that are 
oppreſled, to relieve. ſuch as want,' to comfort 
ſuch as mourn, to weep with them who weep 
and rejoice with them who. rejoice, Vea, to ful - 
fll the law of Chrift, in, bearing one wather's E 
burdens: In a word, they would Stand faſt 
« in one ſpirit, with one mind be ſtriving to- 
« gether for the faith of the goſpel, and in 
« nothing terrified by their adverſaries;” * who 
would, in. this caſe, be ready to exclaim, as 
of old, © ſee how theſe Chriſtians love one 
another! E : | | 


V. The decline of church relation, which is 
ſo evident in moſt places, may perhaps be 
aſcribed, in no ſmall, degree, to a neglect of the 
excellent rule, which- our text contains. Scarcely 
owe perſon in fen, even of thoſe: who call them- 
ſelves proteſtant diſſenters, in any place, is ſeen: to 
make an open profeſſion of ſubjection to the autho- 


rity of Chriſt. They content. themſelves with 


ſeeing and hearing, without taking any active 
part in the fellowſhip of the ſaints. And, 
by the way, becauſe they have not given 
up themſelves to walk in the ordinances of the 


Lord with his people, the brethren of the church 


zre by no means accountable for their conduct: 


* Phil. Ls 27—28. * 
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and any miſcarriages which may be found aig 
them, ought not to be imputed to the diſſenting 
intereſt; though it is too often done, by the undif. 
cerning multitude. Vea, reſpecting all ſuch out: 
ſtanding profeſſors, it is with - propriety faid; 
e Whatever ſecretly they may be, they are appar. 
* ently in the kingdom of Satan, the God of this 
rc world.” * A fituation in which, I am-perſuad: 
ed, many would dread to be found, did they right. 
ly confider it! But the cuſtomary negle of fel- 
lowſhip, which ſo much prevails among us, 
greatly blunts the edge of - convittion : And I 
ſay, this-negle& may not improbably be owing, 
in no ſmall degree, to the neglect of the rule, 
which our Lord hath here ſo particularly laid - 
down, for his diſciples to walk by. The negle& 
of this rule gives a ſociety, at once, a worldly caſt; 
or. makes it look like a ſociety of this world, 
where the paſſions have a predominate ſway ; it 
has the appearance of an uncultivated field, in- 
ſtead of reſembling a well-managed garden. 
And when the members of a church are known 
to ſpeak evil one of another, to diſcover envy, re- 
ſentment, ſelfiſhneſs and pride, to bite and devout 
| each other, how natural is it to ſay, © What do 
c ye more than others; f The moſt irreligious 
will be apt to caſt this reflection upon them: 
And, indeed, where things of this Kind are ſaffer 
* Caſe's Sermons on Primitive Chriſtianity, &e. page 212. 


+ Mat. v. 47. | 
3 ed 
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g ed in a church, the ſpirit of the goſpel is loſt; 
+ Wl and there is nothing important, no firmneſs in 
. 


(ach fellowſhip to make it laſting, or to ſtrike 
the conſciences. of by- ſtanders; the ways of the 


4 

orld axe not condemned by it, and ſerious minds 
- Wie iſcouraged from uniting init. Keep 
s Wl coſeto your rule, Chriſtians, and you may hope to 


godly, and encouragement to humble enquirers 3 
ind an antient prophecy may have its moſt ſpiri- 


tal accompliſhment.—“ in theſe days it Wall 
e to paſs ſaith the Lord, that i men ſhall 


hold out of all languages of the nations, 


j have heard thay _—_ is with you,” * 


vl. The difiplizec of the Lond Houſe i is a bd 
f ſrious buſineſs; calculated to promote holineſs in 
a aſpirit of meekneſs and fear. To be received, 
. idmoniſhed, acquitted, or excommunicated by a 
j Chriſtian church, according to the rules of the 
: divine word, is no trivial matter; nor can it be ri- 
+ dicvted' or contemned at a cheap rate: Heaven 
; ntfies and confirms tranſaftigns of this nature; 
; {Widthey. may well reach the conſciences of all 
:o arc acquainted with them. When church 


. Mevcrament is regularly maintained, without. 


nr. or preferring one before another, oe 


= 0 | AZeck. viii. 23. 
t 1 . poi 


be it otherwiſe: a check will be given to the un- 


« even ſhall take hold of the ſkirt of him that is | 
* 2 Jew, ſaying, we will go with you, for we. 
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pdetitess are PE: 80 ata diſtance; and cau. 
tion i is given to thoſe who think they ſtand, leg 
by any means they ſhould fall. How, in parti. 
cular, are the ſolemnities of the ig day impreſſed 
upon the mind, when the refractory are juſtly 
excluded from the chriſtian-brotherhoog 
who are put away, may thus, by the ble 
God, be brought to repentance; or elſe be led to 
expect an everlaſting ſeparation from the ſaints; 
and thoſe who remain in the church may be 
moved with haly fear; as it was ſaid of the 
diſeipline Sold time, —“ All the people ſhall 
hear, and fear, N do. no. Ms en 
95 OF 127 YO e ene 


n 0 ene it b e the * 
be the concern, and endeavour, of all the faith- 
ful in Chriſt Jeſus, to val in this good but nar- 
row way of the Lord. They are certainly un- 
der the ſtricteſt obligation ſo to do; nor can 
they fulfill their engagements to the Lord with- 
out it, —Let Paſtors, then, go before the flock 
directing, perſwading, and ſetting them an er 
ample, in this felf-denying obedience of the goſ- 
pel; and let the flgck, of Gd be readily guided 
by their faithful paſtors; * For they watch for 
« your ſouls, as they that muſt give account 
45 that Rs may do it with joy, and not wilt 
VVV Dent, l. . | 


* 


« E 


+ 


1 
— 


« grief; for that is unprofitable for you” a Have. 
either been deficient heretofore ? O, let it not be 
ſin future, but let the hoe brotherhood cordially 
zoree in this, that there can be no true peace, no 
aſting proſperity, no comfortable communion, 
no proper ſtrength, no important uſefulneſs, in 
wy Chriſtian ſociety, without a due regard to 
the rule which hath been recommended. And I 
heartily pray that the good ſpirit of God may 
prite this rule upon all our hearts f 
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